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better the scent trail. Sound. open Wednesdays through Saturdays 
Depth is becoming is becoming an On July 1, Areas 8-1, 8-2, 9, 10 and only, plus the entire Labor Day 
interesting issue when crabbing.  11 open for crabbing.  Will be open weekend. Closes the evening of 
Many crabbers are finding crab much Wednesdays through Saturdays only, September 30, 2009.
deeper than the usual depths.  In fact, plus the entire Labor Day weekend.  Marine Area 7 sub area north: Will 
you most likely don't have near Closes the evening of September 7, open 7:00 a.m. August 12, 2009. Will 
enough rope on your crab trap to fish 2009 for catch assessment. be open Wednesdays through 
these depths.  It is common these days Saturdays only, plus the entire Labor 
to talk to people who are crabbing 100- Day weekend. Closes the evening of 
150 feet deep.  The one observation September 30, 2009.  
that I would add to this is that: crab are 
more localized when going below 100 
feet.  In other words, you have to be 
right on top a population of crab to fare Area 7, the San Juan Islands is a bit 
well when crabbing at these depths.  more confusing.
You will find larger crab below 100 Marine Area 7 sub area south: Will 
feet. open 7:00 a.m. July 15, 2009. Will be 

open Wednesdays through Saturdays 
The more common depths for only, plus the entire Labor Day 
crabbing are between 35 and 50 feet weekend. Closes the evening of 
deep.  In most of Puget Sound those September 30, 2009.
depths seem to be very productive Marine Area 7 sub area east:  Will 
especially in the river delta areas of the open 7:00 a.m. July 15, 2009. Will be 

Click here for Area 8-1 rules.
Click here for Area 8-2 rules.
Click here for Area 9 rules.
Click here for Area 10 rules. Click here for Area 7 Rules.
Click here for Area 11 rules.

Measuring a Dungeness Crab. “He” must be 6.25”.  If it is “she”, she goes back in the water.

  Dungeness Male (top) and female (bottom) crab

more crabbing on page 3



Shellfish Hotline 1-866-880-5421

3

with your thumb or a spoon. Also, 
throw away the intestine, which runs Soft Shell Crab
down the center of the back. 

Soft shell Dungeness crab must be 3.Most people wash away the "crab 
returned to water.  This is somewhat butter" (the yellow, mushy stuff in the 
hard to tell by a person who has little cavity). But, some consider these 
crabbing experience.  Click on this organs a delicacy and there are recipes 
link that takes you to the WDFW that call for them. So, set them aside if 
section on identifying soft shell crab. you like. 

4.Twist off the legs. 
5.Rinse the rest of the body under cold 
water and break it in half. 
6.Crack the legs with a mallet. 

Cooking Crab 7.Dig out the meat with forks or picks 
1.Place the crab/s (either alive or or however you can get to it. Eating 
recently killed) in boiling, salted water crab is a messy affair, so just dig in and 
and cover the pot. There should be enjoy. 
enough water so that the crab is 8.Crab meat is typically served with 
completely submerged, plus an lemon wedges and melted butter. But, 
additional 4 or 5 inches on top of that. of course, there are many sauces and 
Use about half a cup of salt per gallon recipes you can experiment with.
of water. Cook for about 15 minutes; 
10 to 12 minutes for smaller ones, up Click on Items in 
to 20 minutes for large ones. When 
cooking live crab, you can put it in the Popular Areas to Crabfreezer for half an hour beforehand so 
that it moves more slowly and is easier 
to handle when placing in the pot. 
Some people also feel this is a more 
humane method. They say the cold 
puts them into a dormant state and then 
they're not fully conscious when 
they're boiled. 
2.Obviously, the crab will be hot. So, if Crabbing Information
you want to serve it warm, you'll need 
to wear rubber gloves to clean it. 
Otherwise, put the crab in a bowl of ice 
water for several minutes and then 
drain before cleaning. 

Cleaning Crab
1.To remove the back, hold the base of 
the crab with one hand and pull the 
shell away from the body with the 
other hand. 
2.Turn the crab over and pull on the 
triangular-shaped section and lift it 
away. Turn the crab again and gently 
scrape away the gills on either side 

 
 

http://wdfw.wa.gov/fish/shelfish/crab
reg/softshell.htm

“Red”

Everett Area Crab
San Juan Island Crab

 

http://northwest-cruising-atlas-
nautical-guide-boating-

books.com/store/index.php?mai
n_page=product_info&cPath=7

&products_id=5 http://wdfw.wa.gov/fish/shelfish/crab
/index.htm

http://wdfw.wa.gov/fish/shelfish/shri
mpreg/gearrules09.html

 Paulette Clayton (My 
sister) with round crab pot.

 Square pot, set out at 
the same time same place as the top 
picture.  For more crabbing maps, purchase 

“Saltwater Fishing Journal by John 
Martinis Turn in your crab 

catch record card.  If 
not, it will cost you 

Shellfish Guide Book
$10by J. D. Wade

Failure to report penalty: Starting in 
2009, if a crabber fails to report for the 
2009 summer or winter harvest they 
will be assessed a $10 penalty with the 
following year's license purchase. 

Legal Crab Pot 
August NewsletterRequirements

Pink Salmon

Top picture:

Bottom picture:

 
 

http://wdfw.wa.gov/fish/shelfish/crabreg/softshell.htm
http://northwest-cruising-atlas-nautical-guide-boating-books.com/store/index.php?main_page=product_info&cPath=7&products_id=5
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fish/shelfish/shrimpreg/gearrules09.html
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fish/shelfish/crab/index.htm
http://www.johnssportinggoods.com/Map Crab Everett Area.pdf
http://www.johnssportinggoods.com/Map Crab San Juan.pdf
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Club News
By Rich Braun

rich.braun1@verizon.net

Annual Picnic
July 11 will be our annual picnic 

7/2/09 Board of Directors at Camp Patterson on Silver Lake 
Meeting, 7 pm Langus Park in south Everett. Games, good 
Everettfood and a lot of fish stories for all.
7/11/09 Annual Club Picnic at Our next General 
Camp Patterson, Silver Lake, 

Meeting Club Outing Everett
Will be August 20, 6:30 pm at the 8/6/09 Board of Directors 
Firemen's Hall in Everett. There July 16, 17, 18 & 19 will be the Meeting, 7 pm Langus Park 
will be no general meeting in July, club's planned outing to Port Everett
the picnic July 11 will take it's Hudson Marina in Port Townsend 8/20/09 General Meeting, 6:30  
place. to fish the salmon opening in area 9 pm, Everett Firemen's Hall, 

9.  The club will be providing 2411 Hewitt Ave., Everett.  
Our general meeting in June dinner for two nights at nearby General Public Welcome
featured Clay Johnston from the restaurants.  The spots are filling 9/3/09 Board of Directors 
Oak Bay Marine Group out of fast and it looks to be a great Meeting, 7 pm Langus Park 
Victoria B.C.  Clay was scheduled outing for all. Everett
for our May meeting but because 9/17/09 General Meeting, 6:30  
of unforeseen circumstances was 9 pm, Everett Firemen's Hall, Kids Fishing Derby
not able to make it. Fortunately we 2411 Hewitt Ave., Everett.  
were able to have him down for General Public Welcome

Sunday, July 26th will be the Jim June's meeting.  Clay gave an 9/19/09  9/20/09 Everett Coho 
Creek Naval Station Kids Fishing excellent presentation on the oak Derby, Everett WA.  For more 
Derby.  The event is supported by Bay resorts on Vancouver Island information 
ESSC volunteers who take the and the Queen Charlotte Islands.  www.everettcohoderby.com
kids out fishing in boats on Twin If you have ever considered a 10/1/09 Board of Directors 
Lakes, nestled in the mountains fishing trip to one of Oak Bay's Meeting, 7 pm Langus Park 
above Arlington.  The event is resorts, this is the time to do it.  Everett
only open to kids of D.O.D. Clay spoke of the great fishing 10/15/09 General Meeting, 6:30  
personnel, many whose parent or they are already having and of the 9 pm, Everett Firemen's Hall, 
parents may be out of the area great deals to be had by PSA 2411 Hewitt Ave., Everett.  
serving our country.  It's a great members at all seven of their General Public Welcome
way to help pay back for all what British Columbia resorts.  If the 11/5/09 Board of Directors 
the military has done for our early indications from Clay of fish Meeting, 7 pm Langus Park 
country. As the derby is a hands on returns continue, this may turn out Everett
event, in a boat, on a lake, each to be a banner year for everyone.  11/19/09 General Meeting, 6:30  
year always proves to be very 9 pm, Everett Firemen's Hall, 
different and most interesting!For our grand prize raffle 2411 Hewitt Ave., Everett.  

drawing, Clay donated a trip for 3 General Public Welcome
Grab a friend and come visit us at days, 2 nights and two seven hour 12/3/09 Board of Directors 
a general meeting.  Check our fishing trips for two people, to the Meeting, 7 pm Langus Park 
website www.esscwa.com for our Canadian Princess Resort in Everett
calendar of events and driving Ucluelet. The fishing trip was won 
directions to the general meeting.by Ted Measor of Everett.



Crabbing-WDFW

Crabbing is one of Puget Sound’s 
most popular recreational fisheries. 
Each year, sport fishers catch more 
than a million pounds of Dungeness 
crab, using pots, ring nets and – in 
the case of wade and dive fishers – 
their bare hands. 

In addition to meeting licensing 
requirements, everyone who fishes 
for crab in Puget Sound must carry 
and complete catch record cards to 
account for all Dungeness crab they 
catch. Recent changes in the 
reporting system now in effect:
Two-card reporting system: All 
sport crabbers fishing in Puget 
Sound are required to report 
their Dungeness crab catch on 
separate summer and fall/winter 
catch record cards at the end of each 
season. The new cards are separate 
from the multi-species card used for 
recording catches of salmon, 
halibut and other fish. People of all 
ages who have a crab endorsement 
and received a catch record card are 
required to make a report even if 
they did not go crabbing or catch 
any crab.

On-line reporting: Sport crabbers 
can either report their information 
on the WDFW crab reporting 
website or mail in their catch cards. 
The website address for reporting 
crab catches is printed on the catch 
record card along with reporting 
deadlines.

Crab pots - WDFW
The most commonly used gear to 
catch Dungeness crab in Puget 
Sound. Sport fishermen can 
purchase, or create, pots that are 
constructed by wrapping netting or 
wire mesh over an iron frame in 
which one or two funnel-shaped 
openings, called tunnels, are left for 
the entry of crabs. Rapid exit from 

the pot via the tunnel is prevented well suited to sport use. Crab pots 
by a 'trigger' device. Two escape are generally set in water 20-150 
rings 4¼-inches in inside diameter feet deep (must be placed below 
are required on all crab pots having the lowest tide line) and located by 
tunnel triggers. All crab pots must the line buoy. Sport crabbers must 
be equipped with a biodegradable attach red and white marker buoys. 
escapement device configured as These must be legibly and 
either: (1) a pot lid hook or tiedown permanently marked with the 
strap secured by a single loop of operator's first name, last name, 
cord, (2) a 3" by 5" escape panel and address (telephone number is 
sewed into the upper half of the pot voluntary). Only one name and 
with cord, or (3) a pot lid or one pot address may appear on a buoy. 
side (serving as a pot lid) secured by Buoy lines must be weighted 
no more than three single loops of sufficiently to prevent them from 
cord. Cord used must be untreated floating on the surface. Buoys 
100% cotton or other natural fiber must be visible on the surface at all 
no larger than thread size 120 or times except during extreme tidal 
1/8-inch. This cord, when attached conditions. Crab pots may not be 
as described above, will rot away tended from a vessel at night (one 
and allow crab to escape freely if hour after sunset to one hour 
the pot is lost. Light-weight pots are before sunrise). Sport pots are 
satisfactory in most areas of Puget generally baited with herring, 
Sound, but strong tidal currents and rockfish carcasses, salmon heads, 
wave action may necessitate or clams. Efforts have been made 
heavier pots in some places. to develop and test artificial baits, 
Commercial crab pots for the ocean but they have not found extensive 
weigh 75-150 pounds and are not use.

The Everett Steelhead & Salmon Club Is a nonprofit, nonpolitical, 
nonsectarian organization dedicated to the conserving and preserving 
Salmon, Steelhead and Trout as Game Fish.  We work to promote sport 
fishing in a sportsman like manner and to work with and encourage 
constituted authorities and other conservation organizations to that end. 

Yearly dues are $30.  Each member receives a club patch (new members 
only), a subscription to Tight Lines  & The Northwest Fishing Journal.

Please make checks payable to:  Everett Salmon & Steelhead Club
      PO Box 1646 • Everett, WA 98206

Want to Join Everett Steelhead & Salmon Club?

New Member                 Renewal                      

Name____________________________________________________

Address__________________________________________________

City_________________________State___________Zip__________

Phone___________________________Email___________________



John’s Sporting Goods
1913 Broadway

Everett, WA 98201

Scotty Downrigger
Cleaning with 300’ Cable 

or 300’Spectra 
Downrigger Line

$39.95
Included in the price is new brake pads, your choice of 300’ of Mason  

150lb. Cable or 300’ 200lb. of Cortland spectra downrigger line, 
cleaning and lubricating the downrigger and any other Scotty factory 

authorized upgrades.



John’s Sporting Goods
1913 Broadway

Everett, WA 98201

20% Discount
on your next in 
store purchase

Items that are excluded: Downriggers, Ace Line Hauler, Endurance Pot Puller,  
Shimano Reels, G Loomis, Electronics, items that are discounted, on sale, repairs, 

parts  and closeout items

One coupon per customer

Not valid for online purchases or mail order

Valid only with coupon at the time of sale


